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Hot Stuff Monument Model Tries to Take Flight!

I didn’t think I would have much to
write about regarding the monument
now that it has been in place for over a
year. It turns out I was wrong.
In early December, my family and I
visited Edwards Air Force Base in California at the invitation of Gen. John
“Dragon” Teichert, Commander of Edwards Air Force Base Flight Test Center. We received a wonderful tour of
this historic base.
Gen. Teichert has a new assignment
as of February 5th. He is now Defense
Attaché and Senior Defense Official to
Iraq. We all wish him well and a safe
return.
I will soon be closing the monument
fund account. The remaining money in
the fund will be used for a permanent
plaque at the crash site on Mt. Fragradalfjall and for Monument maintenance.

Hot Stuff came close to popping out of the pole!
Jim received an email from Icelander
Doddi Marteinson in early December. The subject was: “Trouble - Hot
Stuff is taking off!” Doddi wasn’t
kidding! Somehow the steel pole
holding up the model had filled with
water. When the water froze, it almost pushed the attached Hot Stuff up
and out of the pole. Fortunately Solvi
Jonsson of Graf & Grjort, once again
came to the rescue. He and his crew
drained the water from inside the pole
and sealed it. They made sure Hot
Stuff won’t be trying to fly again!

Everyone who made a donation towards the monument can be proud of
your contribution in recognition of, not
just Hot Stuff and her crew and Gen.
Andrews and passengers who died on
board Hot Stuff, but also to the memory of the 100,000 plus Airmen of
which more than 29,000 in the 8th Air
Force died defending our nation during Exerps from an article in the Iceland
World War II.
Monitor by Kristinn Magnússon
& Vala Hafstað

Access to the Monument
Made More Difficult!
The highway that passes by where the
monument is located was recently widened and improved due to many accidents that have occurred there due to
heavy traffic because of the dramatic
increase in tourism. Unfortunately, a
safety fence was installed in the center
divider with no opening for vehicles to
turn left into the monument site. Vehicles have to continue down the road
about two miles and make a U-turn. to
get back to the monument turn-off.

Hot Stuff Monument May
Be In Danger!

Jim & Nancy

Since January 21, over 1,000 tremors
or earthquakes have been detected in
the area of Mt. þorbörn in Grindavik.
Although it hasn’t erupted since the
13th century, eruption may be eminent.
The Hot Stuff monument is located
about three miles on the other side of
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the mountain seen in the photo below.
Much closer, however, is a large power
plant and Iceland’s largest tourist attraction, the Blue Lagoon Spa.
The latest GPS data show that the uplift west of Mt. þorbörn is still ongoing - amounting to more than 1 and
a half inches since January 20. “With
ongoing uplift, we can expect ongoing
earthquake activity,” a specialist at the
Iceland Met Office notes, adding that

the most likely explanation of the uplift and earthquake activity is that the
magma intrusion is at a depth of 2 to 6
miles, just west of Mt þorbörn.

Grindavik Mayor Fannar Jónasson
told residents and addressed them at a
town meeting. The meeting was held
to inform residents about contingency
plans, in the event of a volcanic erup“Many people are no doubt worried tion. Even though the scenario is not
and anxious about the situation,” believed to be the likeliest, according

to scientists, residents must be prepared.
Icelanders are used to seismic and volcanic activity and are well prepared for
such events.

Grindavik, Iceland. Mt. þorbörn in the background.
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The Blue Lagoon and Power Plant are located just north of Mt. þorbörn. The Hot
Stuff Monument is locate about 2 miles North of the Power Plant.
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Town Meeting in Grindavik

Grindavik has a population of about 5000
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Edwards Air Force Base Visit

George Welsh, Maren Sprague, William Sprague, Sharon Cain, Chris Cain, Jim Lux,
Tony Moore, Nancy Lux, Dawn Sprague, David Sprague at Edward Air Force Base
Brig. General John “Dragon” Teichert
Commander of the Flight Test Center
at Edwards Air Force Base (EAFB),
California invited Jim and his family
for a tour of the Base. George Welsh,
EAFB Museum Director and Tony
Moore, Museum Specialist gave them
an excellent guided tour.
The tour included visiting many historic sites where military aircraft were test
flown prior to, during and after World
War II. In addition to being a flight test
center, the EAFB was also a training
base for Lockheed P-38 Lightning pilots and Consolidated B-24 Liberator
pilots and crews during WWII.
America’s first jet powered airplane,
the P-59 Airacomet was flown for the
first time and Chuck Yeager broke the
sound barrier for the first time in the
Bell X1 rocket powered airplane at the
Base (then called Muroc Army Airfield) . EAFB was also the home of
the North American X-15 hypersonic
rocket-powered airplane which holds
the world speed record of 4,520 miles
per hour and the XB-70 Valkyrie, the
worlds fastest bomber that exceeded
Mach 3 at 70,000 feet.

The Boeing B-47 Stratojet, the first
swept wing bomber and America’s
main deterrent against the Soviet Union
from the early 1950s to mid 1960s was
developed at EAFB and the second of
the two XB-47s used for testing is being restored for static display.

Capt. Joseph Johnson, Gen. Frank M.
Andrews Aide who was killed in the
crash of Hot Stuff and Sgt. George Eisel, tail gunner and sole survivor to the
crash.
It took more than two hours to find
the grave of Capt. Johnson at the Holy
Cross Catholic Cemetery in Culver
City, CA. It was obvious the gravestone had been neglected for many
years. Jim and Nancy cleaned it up as
best they could.

XB-47 Stratojet (Jim’s favorite
airplane)
A 60,000 square foot building is under construction for a museum where
many of the early test aircraft will be
Sgt. Eisel’s grave is located in Rosedisplayed.
crans National Cemetery on Pt. Loma
Many thanks to Gen. Teichert, George in San Diego, CA, The cemetery in
Welsh and Tony Moore for their hospi- impeccably maintained.
tality and wonderful tour.

Visiting the graves of
Capt. Joseph Johnson
and Sgt. George Eisel

The Space Shuttle landed there when Jim and Nancy stopped on their trip
Cape Kennedy was experiencing in- to California to pay their respects to
clement weather.

Brig. Gen. Richard M. “Dick” Baughn

Author, World War II Fighter Pilot ...and Much More!

Little Known Facts About
Army Air Forces in WWII
By
Richard M. Baughn
BGen USAF (ret)

During the research for my book, I
found many interesting facts regarding
the accomplishments and sacrifices of
Army Air Force airmen that have never
received much attention by historians.
As a result, most Americans rightfully
believe the D-Day invasion of France
to be the centerpiece of the battle to
end the Nazi occupation of Europe. But
almost forgotten are 60,000 American/
British airmen who were shot down or
killed during the two years preceding
D-Day--battling the Luftwaffe and reducing Germany’s military might to
make the invasion possible.
My research of the air in Europe also
revealed that when the Luftwaffe
failed to appear on D-Day, many historians adopted the attitude that the air
war had all but ended and gave it the
ho-hum treatment. But the Army Air
Forces attacks to destroy the Nazi war
machine at its source and to support
our ground forces raged on at a more
rapid pace than before D-Day. Consequently, American airmen continued to
suffer very high losses as reflected in
the following examples.
Army Air Forces in Europe lost 7272
aircraft before D-Day compared to
11,246 lost after D-Day. Monthly
losses remained high up to the very
end and 825 aircraft were lost in April
1945—the last month of the war in Eu-

rope, B-17 and B-24 attrition was very
high and accounted for nearly 62% of
the 11,246 losses. The Luftwaffe also
suffered from the intense fighting. It
lost 13,000 airmen in the five months,
June-October 1944, as compared to the
31,000 lost in the previous four years.
Many of the German losses occurred
while attacking 8th and 15th AF strategic bombers and fighters.
When Army Air Force won air superiority, Germany quickly doubled
its AAA force to more than 300,000
people. And by late 1944, more than
2,000,000 German soldiers and civilians, plus thousands of prisoners
from occupied countries were forced
to help man the Nazi’s AAA defenses. The Germans also added 135-mm
cannons to their arsenal of 88 mm and
other smaller caliber cannons. Radar
modifications allowed the Germans to
detect and track the bombers in bad
weather and they developed proximity
fuses and electronic sensors that detonated shells when they came within
140 feet of aircraft, which improved
their kill capability.
High AAA losses proved that air-to-air
combat is not always the best gauge for
determining the intensity of aerial warfare—a fact that every airman who has
humped bombs in the air-to-mud mode
knows all too well. For example, the
8th AF fighter losses jumped five times
higher when they began strafing in early 1944.
One of the most startling facts that I
discovered was how high the Army

Air Force loss rates were in Europe.
Although I flew combat in Europe, I
was very surprised to learn that 41,802
American airmen were killed from
a force of approximately 100,000 pilots, navigators, bombardiers and aerial gunners. By comparison, the US
Navy, with a force of 3.3 million, lost
36,950 during WWII and 19,733 Marines were killed from a total force of
475,604
Despite the airpowers enormous contribution and sacrifice during WWII, its
detractors have d-emphasized its contribution in the war against Germany.
But the Wehrmacht generals and their
men, who were on the receiving end
of American/British air attacks, knew
the true effectiveness of the air attacks.
They said that the superior American
and British airpower had been a major factor in Germany’s defeat. General Omar N. Bradley, who commanded
American ground forces in the D-Day
invasion of France and the defeat of
Germany, said after the war, “From
the high command to the soldier in the
field, German opinion has been agreed
that airpower was the most striking aspect of the Allied superiority.”
Here are three quotes from German
generals who were on the receiving end of air attacks. Field Marshal
Gunther von Kluge, who replaced von
Rundstedt as the German commander,
when briefing Hitler following the air
attacks to help Field Marshal Montgomery break out at Caen, France said,
“My conference with the commanders of the units at Caen held just after

the last heavy battle forced me to the
conclusion…that there is no way in
which we could do battle with the all
powerful enemy air forces…without
surrendering territory. Whole units
were attacked…they emerged from the
churned earth with the greatest difficulty, sometimes only with the aid of
tractors….”
Lieutenant General Fritz Bayerlein,
commander of the Panzer Lehr Division, reported that as a result of the
Saint Lo air attacks to help General
Omar Bradley to breakout after the
invasion said “….1000 of his troops
were killed and three battalion command posts were destroyed.” He added that all but a dozen of his armored
fighting vehicles were knocked out
and an attached parachute regiment
got mauled so badly it had to be taken
out of action. General Bayerlein said
later, “It was hell… The planes kept
coming overhead like a conveyer belt,
and the bomb carpets came down…at
least 70% of my personnel were out
of action—dead, wounded, crazed or

numb.”
Field Marshal Guenther Hans Kluge
stated that Allied air power alone came
close to breaking the German front. He
told Hitler, “It is immaterial whether
such a bomb carpet strikes good troops
or bad, they are more or less annihilated. If this occurs frequently, then the
power of endurance of the force is put
to the highest test, in-deed it becomes
dormant and dies.”
Brigadier General Richard M. Baughn
entered the Army Air Force aviation
cadet training program in January
1943 and received his pilot wings and
commission as second lieutenant in
April 1944 and retired from the US
Air Force in July 1975. He has a BS
degree from the University of Maryland and is a command pilot with
more than 7,600 flying hours, including more than 5,000 in jet fighter aircraft. He has flown the P-40; P-51;
P-47; F-80; RF-80; T-33; F-84B, F,
and G; F-86E,F and H; F-100C,D and
F; F-104A, C and D; F-105D and F;

F-4C,D and E; A-6; F-111A and E;
FB-111; KC-135; Meteor; Hawker
Hunter and Lightning. He flew combat
in P-51’s with the 8th AF during WWII
and in 1965-66 he flew three temporary F-105 combat tours, one at Tahkli and two at Korat, Thailand, before
completing a full F-105 combat tour
in 1966, as the commander of the 13th
TFS. In addition to a full complement
of F-105 fighters, the 13th TFS was
also assigned all of Korat’s F-100 and
F-105 Wild Weasels and about half
of Baughn’s mission were flown with
them. In June 1974 General Baughn
was appointed deputy defense attaché,
Defense Attaché Office, Saigon, Republic of Vietnam, his last assignment
prior to his retirement. His book “The
Hellish Vortex: Between Breakfast and
Dinner,” a carefully researched historical novel about a WWII P-51 pilot
in the 8th AF, won a 2008 Eric Hoffer
Notable Award for fiction and a 2008
honorable mention award for fiction
from The Writer’s Digest. The Hellish
Vortex is available at Amazon.com.

Jim recently purchased his friend “96 years young” Gen. Dick Baughn’s 25 year old
Corvette. Dick bought it new in 1995. It’s in great shape and Jim promised Dick he
would keep it that way.

A Beautiful Plaque of the
B-24 Liberator Hot Stuff Memorial Monument
A Limited Number Still Available!
The plaque has a metal backing and

Contains a Piece of the B-24 Liberator Hot Stuff

Recovered from the mountain where it crashed on May 3, 1943

$200 plus $5.00 for shipping

Eight & one half inches wide by eleven inches high
Metal backing
Includes a piece of B-24 Liberator Hot Stuff
Built in stand
Suitable for framing
An 8.5”x11” photo of the crew included

Make check out to: 93rd Bomb Group Assoc.
Send to:
93rd Bomb Group Assoc.
c/o James C. Lux
1409 Thaddeus Cove
Austin, Texas 78746

“Before The Belle”
“Before The Belle” is the story of the heroic crew of the
B-24 Liberator Hot Stuff, the first heavy bomber in the 8th Air Force
to complete 25 missions during World War II

Going to Europe?
Stop in Iceland on the way.
Icelandair, the only way to Fly!

