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JIM’S CORNER
I’m still working on Lt. Gen.
Andrew’s promotion but, unfortunately, progress has been very
slow. I’m beginning to think the
only way to get our elected representatives’ attention and support
is with large campaign contributions. Well, as they say when
you have to make a difficult shot
in golf, it’s just another opportunity to excel.
There is little to write about regarding the monument now that
it’s in place so I decided to keep
the newsletters alive by sharing
stories from World War II veterans I’ve had the honor to meet.

Hot Stuff Monument Area Improvements

Jim’s daughter and granddaughter, Dawn and Maren Sprague
visited the moument this summer

Thanks to Mayor Fannar Jonasson, the town of Grindavik and the
Iceland government, a point-of-interest sign has been placed near the
entrance to where the Hot Stuff monument is located. The monument
is located off Highway 43. The highway has been widened and imI met many of them as a member proved to handle the huge increase in tourist traffic.
of the Commemorative Air Force The monument is located on a graded road about 100 yards off the
(CAF). My friend Lillian Ayars,
highway.
also a member of the CAF, and I
organized air shows in San Mar- The new sign and road improvements should greatly increase the
cos, TX for many years featur- number of visitors to the site.
ing reenactments of air battles
of WWII. We invited veterans
of the War as guests and became
friends of many who attended.
Nancy & I wish y’all a Merry
Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and
a Happy New Year!

Jim & Nancy

The blue and white sign in the photo is the standard sign used to identify
points of interest throughout Iceland.
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93rd Bombardment Group Association Reunion in Detroit, Michigan
October 10-12, 2019

Photo courtesy of Jim Root, President of the 93rd BG Assoc.

Three original members of the
93rd Bomb Group along with
family and friends of the 93rd
BG attended their annual reunion
in Detroit, Michigan. The three
original members of the WW II,
93rd BG who attended were 96
years young Wayne Baker, 99
years young Bill Brown and 100
years young, Harry Ahlborn.
Jim had the opportunity to spend

some time with Wayne Baker, a
war hero, and “never say die” entrepreneur. He was an engineer/
gunner on the B-24 Liberator in

World War II and experienced
several close calls while flying
32 combat missions over Europe.
On one mission, he was in the
top turret that contained two fifty caliber machine guns when he
looked up and saw the propeller
of a bomber above him about to
hit the turret. He jumped down
from the turret and quickly went
forward into the cockpit. He
was so scared he lost his voice
and was unable to talk. Without
warning he pushed the yoke forward to put the plane in a dive.
The plane shuddered and it was
obvious the other plane had made
contact. The pilot and copilot
gently pulled the plane out of the
dive and Wayne climbed back up
into the turret. He saw ten inches of the top of his B-24’s rudder
was missing. The rudder became
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locked and directional control of
the aircraft was lost. The only
way to maintain directional control was by changing engine power on the number one or number
four engine. They made it all the
way back to base without rudder
control.

Wayne Baker, WW II Veteran
founder of Freedom Arms and
many other ventures

Wayne was born in Afton, Wyoming, the sixth of nine children.

The family lived in extreme poverty but his dad worked hard
to make sure they had a roof
over their heads and food to
eat but they didn’t have much
else. Wayne left school after the
eighth grade. He went to California to live withe his brother on
December 6, 1941. He planned
to work for a while and return to
Wyoming to finish high school
but that didn’t happen because of
World War II.
He had been a hard worker and
entrepreneur at a very young age.
He worked on the family farm,
and collected and sold scrap metal for a small profit. This experience would be useful after the
war.
He married his beloved wife
Mariam after the war and gives
her much credit for his success
in business and in life. Early on
they lived in extreme poverty but
Wayne would eventually turn
collecting and selling scrap met-

al from abandoned and closing he is still doing it!
mines, railroads and bridges into
Wayne published a book that
a highly successful business.
every American should read;
He would buy a coal mine and “Above the Clouds: The Story
make it one of the most profit- of an American Entrepreneur”
able in the business. He battled by Wayne Baker. He proved
the union that harassed him, his that with faith, hard work, and
family and his employees to the entrepreneurial spirit, it’s pospoint they burned his car and the sible to rise up from the depths
bridge that was the only way to of extreme poverty to realize the
the mine. They threatened his American Dream.
life but his stood up to them and
Jim’s take on the book: “It’s a
won.
wonderful book and truly inspirHe was always interested in guns ing.”
and, with the help of a gun exNew Hot Stuff Film
pert friend, started a gun manuIn The Making
facturing company. His company, Freedom Arms, is recognized Iceland film maker Guðmundur
for making the finest guns in the Magnússon is producing a film
world.
about the B-24 Liberator Hot
Stuff. The film will be made from
He also owns Tincup Enterpristhe perspective of Sgt. George
es, LLC. He said he builds most
Eisel, Hot Stuff’s tail gunner
anything anyone wants includand sole survivor of the crash.
ing bridges, truck beds, farm
Fridthor Edyal, author and hismachinery, barbeques and cattle
torian and Jim are working with
feeders..And at 96 years young,
him as technical advisors.

Temporary Plaque Proved
Icelander Doddi Marteinsson
to Be Temporary
built a replica of the plaque located by the monument and placed
it at the crash site. He said it was
a temporary plaque for those who
attended the monument dedication and were scheduled to visit
the crash site.

He was correct when he said it
was temporary! The fierce winds
on the mountain made sure of
that.
The winter weather in that part of
Iceland is not as severe as it is in
Doddi is designing a replacement Minnesota but they have lots of
that will be made of steel or alu- wind, some very powerful.
minum.
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Nancy & Jim
would like to wish
everyone a
Happy Thanksgiving!

The History of the 93rd Bomb Group at
Station 104 Hardwick is Now a Documentary Film
Eager Beaver Crew

Hot Stuff Crew

93rd Bomb Group

B-24 Joisey Bounce

Walter Springer’s Crew

Hot Stuff Crew (Circled)

Return to Hardwick
Home of the 93rd
Bomb Group Film

base for the B-24 Liberators of
the 93rd Bomb Group.

The film is superbly narrated
by Michael Cudlitz (actor in the
Michael Sellers had a highly suc- Band of Brothers HBO television
cessful showing of the recently series).
completed Return to Hardwick
documentary film at the 93rd The 93rd Bomb Group was the
Bomb Group Association’s annu- most decorated, most traveled
al reunion in Detroit, Michigan. and the most effective B-24
The film portrays the history of Bomb Group in World War II.
the 93rd group at Hardwick, En- The B-24 Liberator Hot Stuff was
in the 93rd Bomb Group, 330th
gland during World War II.
Bomb Squadron.
The airfield is mostly gone with
only a few dilapidated buildings The documentary has received
and runways that are effective- numerous awards at notable film
ly used in the film to turn back festivals and is also being shown
to the years when it was a great at prominent museums nationwide.
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Next Scheduled Film
Showing:
Alamon Draft House
445 Albee Square West
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Dec. 7, 2019 at 1:00 PM
Military Heritage Museum
1200 W Retta Esplanade
Unit 48
Punta Gorda, FL 33950
Jan. 24, 2020 at 7:00 PM

Check Out The
Return to Hardwick
Website:
https:/www.hardwickfilm.com

P-38 Ace
Warren Lewis

Warren Lewis Meets
Charles Lindberg
Jim met Col. Warren Lewis (U.S.
Air Force, retired) who was an
honored guest at the Confederate (now Commemorative) Air
Force, Gathering of Memories
Air Show in San Marcos, Texas
in 1992.
Warren was born on December
24, 1919 in Superior, Iowa. He
was attending Estherville Junior
College when, Hitler and the
Nazi invasion of Poland started World War II. He decided to
leave school and join the Royal
Canadian Air Force to fight the
Nazis. He transfered to the US

Army in 1941 after Japan at- He stayed in the Air Force after
the war and served a combat tour
tacked Pearl Harbor.
in Vietnam. before retiring in
He served in the 475th FightSeptember 1971.
er Group with the 431st Fighter
Squadron and was Command- He told Jim a story of how he
er of the 433rd Fight Squadron met Charles Lindberg during his
in the South Pacific flying the combat tour in the South Pacific.
Lockheed P-38 Lightning. After
President Roosevelt would not
returning to the United States, he
allow Lindberg to join the U.S.
did a second tour in Europe in
military because of his pro Nazi
the 82nd and 31st Fighter Groups
views prior to the War. He beflying the twin engined P-38 and
came a consultant for United AirNorth American P-51 Mustang.
craft and persuaded the company
He was an Ace with 7 confirmed
to send him to the Pacific Theater
victories, 5 probables and 3 damof Operations as a technical adaged. By the end of the war, he
visor to observe and review how
had flown 591 combat missions
aircraft performed under combat
totaling 1,174 hours.
conditions. He actually flew 50
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combat missions with the Ma- kety-blank”” that stopped at the
rines and U.S. Army Air Force as end of the runway before taking
off?” There was complete sia civilian.
lence in the room before a pilot
Lindberg visited the 475th Fight- in the back of the room stood up
er Group and introduced a fuel and acknowledged it was he...
saving technique that greatly ex- Charles Lindberg! Warren said
tended the range of the P-38.
he was never so embarrassed
in his whole life. Lindberg had
been his idol when he was growing up and he couldn’t believe
he had just chewed out his idol.
Warren quickly calmed down
and asked to speak to Lindberg
after the meeting. All he could
say was “Don’t do it again.”
Lindberg in front of a P-38

Warren told of how he and others in the squadron would go
fishing using a rubber raft. They
went out the raft and one person
would dive into the water with a
coffee can opened at both ends.
He would look down through the
coffee can into the water looking
for fish. When he spotted some
he would point in the direction
they were heading and one of the
men in the boat would throw a
Japanese hand grenade in that direction to kill the fish.

He flew a P-38 on a mission with
Squadron Commander, Lewis.
During the briefing before the
flight, Warren emphasized that
the target was located near the
maximum range to the P-38. He
gave specific orders that there
would be no engine run-up and
all aircraft would take off as soon
as they got to the runway. Aircraft
that took off first could possibly
run out of fuel if they had to wait
long for the rest of the aircraft to Lindberg decided he wanted to
form up for the mission.
go fishing with them and wanted
Warren took off and orbited as the throw the grenade. Warren
each P-38 took off but saw that the dove into the water and spotted
last P-38 was sitting at the end of some fish. He signaled to Lindthe runway for some time before berg by pointing the direction the
it started its takeoff roll. He said fish were heading when Lindberg
he was furious that his orders had made the mistake of standing up
not be followed. The P-38s were in the rubber raft to throw the
literally flying on fumes when grenade. He lost his balance as
the arrived back at the base after he threw the grenade high in the
air and right at Warren. Warren
completing the mission.
dove as deep as he could before
At the debriefing Warren stood the it went off but, when it did, he
up in front the squadron and
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shouted “Who was the ““blan-

said it stunned him and felt it was
like being struck by thousands
of pins and needles. Fortunately
he wasn’t injured but he said that
was the first and last time Lindberg went fishing with him.

Jim & Warren

Jim was fortunate to get to know
Warren and played golf with him
on several occasions.
Col. Warren Lewis passed away
in Austin, Texas on January 13,
2006 at the age of 86.

The finest and most
convenient way to fly
to Iceland and on to
Europe!

A Beautiful Plaque of the
B-24 Liberator Hot Stuff Memorial Monument
A Limited Number Still Available!
The plaque has a metal backing and

Contains a Piece of the B-24 Liberator Hot Stuff

Recovered from the mountain where it crashed on May 3, 1943

$200 plus $5.00 for shipping

Eight & one half inches wide by eleven inches high
Metal backing
Includes a piece of B-24 Liberator Hot Stuff
Built in stand
Suitable for framing
An 8.5”x11” photo of the crew included

Make check out to: 93rd Bomb Group Assoc.
Send to:
93rd Bomb Group Assoc.
c/o James C. Lux
1409 Thaddeus Cove
Austin, Texas 78746

“Before The Belle”
Don’t forget, “Before The Belle” is a great book and would make a
great Christmas gift!
Contact Jim Lux at hotstuff.memorial@gmail.com

Going to Europe?
Stop in Iceland on the way.
Icelandair, the only way to Fly!

